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Dear Parishioners, 

The rising number of community infections with COVID-19 has now become a second wave with 
the result that all of Melbourne has returned to Stage 3 Restrictions. All our Churches are again 
closed to the public. Fortunately, we can continue to live stream one Mass each day on the Parish 
Facebook page. Social Media is becoming Social Ministry. Who would have thought? We are 
resolved to continue improving our on-line content with prayerfulness and excellence.  

I am most appreciative of those who have taken the time to send me their comments. Particularly 
those who have taken the time to digest the Parish Annual Report published last week. We have 
also received high praise for the quality of music at the broadcast Masses.  

The Annual General Meeting on Sunday 2nd August, 2020 will now be a digital Meeting – with 
everyone logging in on ZOOM. This makes it more important than ever to become comfortable 
with Zoom. You can practice by entering the Parish Chatroom each Friday at 5pm. 
https://zoom.us/j/2886463871 Meeting ID: 288 646 3871.  Morning Tea on ZOOM after the 
10.15am Mass at 11.10am on Sunday is in the same ZoomRoom.  

This week we celebrated funerals for five outstanding parishioners. Patricia Magner and 
Philomena McDonald, both pioneer parishioners, extensively praised in the annals of St Clare’s 
parish and school, and Giovanni Gelsi, Emma Alberico and Frank Gatt, each of them a great 
contributor in our Italian Community. Frank was a most gifted sculptor who helped Fr Dan 
Conquest with the parish census in the mid 1950’s. He was the artist who sculpted the Bronze 
doors we donated to the Franciscan Chapel of the Apparition at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem. You can read that story in our parish history 1927-2002. He also made the holy 
water stoops at St Clare’s Church donated by the Knights of the Southern Cross.  

I will be celebrating Mass for You at Home for the next three Sundays on Channel 10 at 6am, on 
demand at the TenPlay App and the Aurora Channel on Foxtel. For any other matters that are of 
concern to you, please email me at tony.kerin@cam.org.au and I’ll do my best to respond.  

Yours in Jesus Christ, 

 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP 
Parish Priest 
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